PARISH FAMILY OF OUR LADY OF THE LAKE
1400 Main Street ~ Leominster, MA 01453

Parish Office Hours 9AM - 3PM
Monday through Thursday
Parish Office: (978) 342-2978
Religious Ed. Office: (978) 342-2978, Opt. 4
Fax: (978) 342-8738
Parish E-Mail
Information@ourladylake.org
Religious Ed. E-mail
Religiouseducation@ourladylake.org
Parish Web Address
www.ourladylake.org

Parish Staff
Pastor: Father Dennis J. O’Brien
Associate Pastor: Father Carlos Ruiz
Weekend Assistant: Msgr. James Mongelluzzo
Summer Seminarian: Javier Julio
Deacon: Timothy Cross
Pastoral Minister: Joan Burns
Religious Ed. Director: Lisa Sciacca
Religious Ed. Grade Coordinator: Michelle Lutter

Religious Ed. Secretary: Debbie Bronchuk
Parish Secretary: Laura Petkewich
Parish Receptionist : Linda Williams
Parish Bookkeeper: Wendy Chartrand
Facility Manager: Frank Ricardo, Jr.
Director of Music: Regie Pineda

Liturgical Celebrations
Lord’s Day Masses:
Saturday: 5PM
Sunday: 8AM, 9:45AM, 11:45AM, & 5PM
Daily Mass: 8AM (M, T, W, F)
Communion Service: 8AM (Thursday)
Sacrament of Reconciliation
Every Saturday at 4PM and by appointment anytime.

Mission Statement
As a faith-filled Christian Community we are committed
to building up the Body of Christ and strengthening the
Kingdom of God. Through diverse ministries, we share
our many gifts to respond to the needs within and
outside our Parish Community. Confident in our
strengths and aware of our weaknesses, we enter into
collaboration with other communities to deepen our
relationship with Jesus and one another. By fulfilling our
pastoral, sacramental, and educational needs, we, as a
Eucharistic Church, work to proclaim the message and
presence of the risen Lord.
Sacrament of Baptism
Parents wishing to have their children baptized must
attend an instruction which is offered once a month.
Please call the Parish Office to make arrangements.
Sacrament of Marriage
The Sacrament of Marriage is celebrated following
a program of marriage preparation. Please call the
Parish Office at least one year in advance to make
arrangements.
Ministry to the Sick and Elderly
Please notify us when a parishioner is homebound or
hospitalized so that we may visit the person and offer
the sacraments of the Church.

Safe Environment Notice
Our parish follows the guidelines of the national charter for the
protection of children and young people approved by the US Bishops
and Dioceses of Worcester policies. Contact Frances Nugent, Victim
Services, at a direct and confidential telephone line: 508-929-4363.
Lisa Sciacca is our parish’s Safety Environment Coordinator.

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (R.C.I.A.)
If you are interested in the process of leading to
membership in the Catholic Church, please contact
the Parish Office.

OUR LADY OF THE LAKE

August 6th to August 14th
6th SATURDAY The Transfiguration of the Lord
5:00 PM J oe Canney
Meghan McGrath, Month’s Mind
7th SUNDAY 19th Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:00 AM Father Richar d Loner gan
9:45 AM Richie Power s
11:45 AM
5:00 PM Ther esa Butler
8th MONDAY Saint Dominic
8:00 AM Sister Mar y Anita, PBVM
9th TUESDAY Saint Teresa Benedicta of the Cross
8:00 AM Louise McAllister
10th WEDNESDAY Saint Lawrence
8:00 AM Father Laur ence, OCSO
Maria Rampello
11th THURSDAY Saint Clare
8:00 AM Communion Ser vice
12th FRIDAY Saint Jane Frances de Chantal
8:00 AM
13th SATURDAY
5:00 PM Cher yl Har vey
Ellen Mancino
14th SUNDAY 20th Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:00 AM Lucinda Lucier
Anne Joy Reed
9:45 AM
11:45 AM Father Eugene Ber thiaume
1:30 PM Baptism: Emma Br ooke Fer guson
5:00 PM Michael Hazel
Meghan McGrath
Urgent Need!
A wonderful family in our parish is about to become
homeless. The family has fallen on hard times and
they are in need of our help. If anyone has an
apartment that you are looking to rent, please contact
Father Dennis. The family consists of a mother,
father, two children and two young adults. The need
is immediate and urgent. Thank you.

WELCOME TO NEW PARISHIONERS
No matter what your present status in the Catholic Church,
no matter what your current family or marital situation,
no matter what your personal history, age, background, race,
no matter what your own self-image:
You are invited, welcomed, accepted, loved,
and respected here at Our Lady of the Lake.
If you are new to our parish, please contact the Parish Office
to register as a new member of our parish family.

LEOMINSTER, MA
Saint Clare of Assisi,
Foundress of the Poor Clares
(1193-1253)
Stage in our St. Joseph Hall

The story of St. Clare of Assisi is
inevitably linked with her companion
St. Francis. It was Francis who gave
her a vision and enabled her to define a way of life
apart from the options offered by her society. Her
goal in life was not to be a reflection of Francis, but
to be, like him, a reflection of Christ. “Christ is the
way” she said, “and Francis showed it to me.”
Clare belonged to one of the wealthy families of
Assisi. When she was eighteen, upon hearing
Francis deliver a series of Lenten sermons in 1212,
she arranged to meet him and asked his help that she
too might live “after the manner of the holy gospel.”
One night, she slipped out of town, met with Francis
and his brothers, put off her fine clothes, cut her long
hair, and assumed a penitential habit.
In time, she attracted other women and established a
community dedicated to prayer and poverty, a
counterpart to Francis’s fraternity.
It has been said that of all of the followers of
Francis, Clare was the most faithful. Many stories
reflect the loving bonds of friendship between them,
and the trust that Francis placed in her wisdom and
counsel. She lived on for twenty-seven years after
his death. Her own death came in 1253. Her feast
day is this Thursday, August 11th.
Javier will leave us this week and prepare to return for
his final year of formation at Saint Mary’s Seminary in
Baltimore. We are grateful for his presence among this
summer and for his service to many in our parish family
these past ten weeks. We wish him well and promise
him our prayerful support during the coming year as he
continues his preparation for Ordination to the
Diaconate and ultimately the Priesthood, for service in
the Diocese of Worcester. Thank you and good luck
Javier! Come and visit!
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA)
Have you been a Catholic all your life but never received
all of the sacraments of initiation (Baptism, Eucharist or
Confirmation)? Have you joined us from a different faith
background and would now like to find out more about the
Catholic Church? If either of the above
questions applies to you, we would love to
help you on your journey. Please contact Joan
Burns at the parish office at 978-342-2978,
Ext. 103 for more information.

19TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

MINISTRIES IN ACTION
NEW MINISTRY OPPORTUNITIES
Infant Baptism Team Training
We are blessed here at Our Lady of the Lake with many
baptisms. Month after month, families come to us asking
to have their children baptized. To help them prepare
for this important moment in the life of their family,
once a month we provide a baptismal preparation
class. Deacon Tim usually meets with the parents who
are requesting the baptism of their first child. We would
like to have more people involved with this ministry and
would like some couples to become involved in
presenting this class to young parents. We will provide
you with the training you would need. In fact, there will
be two classes offered here at Our Lady of the Lake to
prepare people for this ministry: Tuesday, August 23
and 30 from 7-9PM. Looking for a new opportunity
to be of service? Here’s your chance. Please call Deacon
Tim if you are interested.
Couple to Couple Ministry
We are also looking for married couples to become part
of this important ministry. Couples meet with young
couples preparing for marriage 3-5 times during the year
leading up to the celebration of their marriage. We have
had great success with this ministry here in our parish.
Our young couples are very grateful to the couples who
have shared their insights into what makes a marriage last
a lifetime. Please consider becoming a part of this
ministry and call Deacon Tim if you are interested.
Lectors and Eucharistic Ministers
There will be training for new Lectors and new
Eucharistic Ministers at 7PM on Monday, August
29th and Tuesday, August 30th respectively. Please
contact Father Carlos for more information.
RCIA Instructional Team
We are currently looking for new members to join our
RCIA Instructional Team. If you are interested in
sharing your time and talent in this important ministry,
please contact Father Carlos or Joan Burns for more
information. Thank you!

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA)
Have you been a Catholic all your life
but never received all of the sacraments
of initiation (Baptism, Eucharist or
Confirmation)? Have you joined us from
a different faith background and would
now like to find out more about the Catholic Church?
If either of the above questions applies to you, we
would love to help you on your journey. Please
contact Joan Burns at the parish office at
978-342-2978, Ext. 103 for mor e infor mation.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

We are currently seeking a Religious Ed Coordinator
for Grades 1-5. This is a 30 hour/week position from
mid-August to mid-June. For more information and
a complete job description, please contact Lisa
Sciacca at the Religious Ed office. To apply, please
send resumes to lsciacca@ourladylake.org.
SAFE ENVIRONMENT TRAINING
FOR CATECHISTS AND ALL VOLUNTEERS!
Our Diocesan policy requires that all those who work with
children receive Safe Environment Training. This applies
to all Catechists, Eucharistic Ministers, Greeters, Lectors,
Aides and those volunteering to work the Bazaar. Training
is available on Aug. 9th from 7-9 PM at Our Lady of the
Lake for those who have not attended previously. Our
Parish requires that you fill out a CORI form each year
(with attached copy of your driver’s license) and a one
time Code of Ministerial Conduct. These forms can be
found on the table outside the Religious Ed Office in the
Family Center. If you have any questions, please call Lisa
Sciacca at the Religious Ed. Office.

COFFEE SHOP AND CHILD CARE MINISTRIES
We’d like to thank all of our volunteers who make this
ministry possible. We are in need of adult volunteers.
You would be assigned just one Sunday a month from
September through May. Please contact Lisa at the
Religious Ed office for more information.
School Supply Donations Are Welcome!
As always we use the summer months to
stock up on office supplies: dry erase erasers,
pencils, pens, black permanent markers,
classic color broad-line Crayola markers, staplers, refills
for Scotch Tape dispensers, glue sticks poster board,
tissue paper, paper clips, masking tape, duct tape, Velcro,
one-subject notebooks, votive candles or tea lights, battery
operated tea lights, unused Christmas cards, and most
especially two-pocket folders (in all of one color: red,
orange, yellow, blue), etc. If you discover a source of free
or low price supplies, please contact us. Thank you!

Are you thinking of a Teaching Ministry?
Even as summer begins we are preparing for next
year. If you think that you may be interested in
sharing your faith with our children please call us so
that we can help to answer questions and assist in
your decision making.

AUGUST 6TH/7TH, 2016
Thank you for your Parish Support!
July 31st
144 Sunday Envelopes
$4,543.
24 Make Up Envelopes
$1,053.
6 Paid Ahead Envelope
$ 371.
Loose Cash
$2,168.
SUNDAY COLLECTION
$8,135.
Unrestricted Gift
$1,000.
Monthly Maintenance
$ 410.
Parish Tithe 7/24/16 and 7/31/16
Human Services
$ 815.
$814.
IMPORTANT THANK YOUS
Many thanks to all of you who have been so
generous in supporting our parish financially
throughout the summer months. I am happy to
say that during the month of July our weekly offertory
collections remained above $8,000. (Our average
weekly collections last year at this time were $6,988.)
Our weekly Parish Pay donations have remained
consistently close to $2,000. each week. Thank you
so much. Your support is greatly appreciated.
A complete report on our July income will be in next
week’s bulletin.
Also, many thanks to all our liturgical ministers
for your consistent service this summer. The new
ministry schedule has been very helpful for those
whose plans occasionally change at the last minute. It
has been rare this summer that 5 minutes before Mass
we are looking for people to fill in. Thank you
everyone for your faithful service at our
celebrations.
A special word of thanks to several families
who have children in our Religious Education
program. So far this summer, thirty-nine families
made contributions beyond the annual registration
fee. We received a total of $3,240 in gifts from these
39 families to help with the annual expenses of
running an exceptional program. We encourage others who have children in our program to consider
making a contribution to the support of our faith formation endeavors. Your generosity is an investment
in the future of our church: our wonderful young
people. We are blessed with a dedicated staff who
plan programs for your young people that are second
to none in the Diocese. They are supported by over
one hundred catechists and volunteers who devote hundreds of hours each year to providing classes
that are enriching for all who attend each week.
As of August 1st, 202 families have registered their
children for class this fall.
If you have not registered please do so this
week. Thank you!

ENRICHMENT OPPORTUNITIES
What did the Pope say now?
Pope Francis’ recent Apostolic Exhortation on The Joy of
Love - ‘Amoris Laetitia’, affirms our Catholic belief that
“stable families are the building blocks of a healthy society
and a place where children learn to love, respect and
interact with others”. Join us on Wed. August 10th,
7-8:30 PM in the Parish Center for Discover ing Our
Faith series.
For more info: David La Liberty at
978-537-1134 or at David@HomesJustForYou.com.

Pilgrimage to Divine Mercy Shrine
On Friday, August 19, 2016, Bishop McManus will
lead a pilgrimage to the Divine Mercy Shrine in
Stockbridge, Mass.
Please visit worcesterdiocese.org/year-of-mercy for
a reservation form or contact Julie Schroeder at
jschroeder@worcesterdiocese.org or 508-929-4345.
My Dear Friends,
My summer assignment is completed. This Sunday is
the final day of my assignment here at Our Lady of
the Lake Church. This makes me both happy and
sad at the same time. I am very sad because I have
to go. I am very happy because during my summer
assignment I have learned a lot from you. I want to
thank God for this beautiful time that He gave to
me. I wish to thank Fr. Dennis and Fr. Carlos for
their kindness, support, patience, time and examples
of life in a parish. I wish to thank all of you for being
a great inspiration in my journey to becoming a
priest.
When we are assigned to a new church, we always
pray to God that we find kind and friendly people.
We pray for being with not only good people, but
also wonderful Christians. This summer God sent
me to this amazing church with a great faith
community. Thank you for welcoming me into this
family. I am very grateful to all of you. I will keep
you in my daily prayers. Please do not forget that
you are the image of Christ for everybody who
comes here. Please remember and think about the
words of Saint Paul, "I no longer live, but Christ
lives in me."
My dear friends, I only have one request of you,
please pray for me and all seminarians around the
world as we prepare for priesthood. We want to
become a priest because we want to do our best
for God and for you.
God bless you always, Javy

AUGUST 6TH/7TH, 2016

THIS WEEK’S PARISH EVENTS

We are in need of a Bazaar Booth Captain
for the Detonator Booth
A booth captain need not work the entire bazaar but
does need to ensure worker coverage. If you are
interested in being responsible for this booth, please
contact Keith Boudreau at 978-537-8659 or
keith.boudreau@verizon.net.
COUNTRY STORE: Attention all crafters!
The Country Store welcomes all handmade craft
donations for this year’s Parish Bazaar, including but
not limited to, baby items, knit/crochet items,
woodworking, sewing items, decorative painting, and
more. Please contact Shirley Brake at 978-397-1554.
Kids Alley is looking for volunteers to run
games. Please contact Wendy Chartrand at
charty1231@aol.com or 978-621-0385. Thanks!
Drop-off for the White Elephant Table, Potluck,
Books, and Jewelry star ted on Wednesday, July
20th, and will continue Mondays through Thursdays
only during regular parish office hours, 9AM-3PM,
until further notice. Also, we will accept items on
Saturdays, August 13th and 20th from 9AM-Noon.
All items should be dropped off at the Parish Hall at
the rear entrance at the times specified above. We
do not have the help to accept items on days other
than those specified. Please do not leave items outside. In the past, items have been left outside and
have been ruined and had to be discarded. If special
arrangements need to be made, please contact
Frank Ricardo.
Please remember that we cannot accept TVs,
computers or monitors, exercise equipment, furniture,
manuals, text books, or magazines. Please check all
boxes that you may have had in storage, that they do
not contain any live or deceased animals, as we have
experienced this in the past. This is a health issue!
Also, please do not bring any musty books.
Questions? Please contact Frank Ricardo at the
parish during regular business hours, 978-342-2978,
Ext. 110. Thank you.

SATURDAY, AUGUST 6th
07:30 PM AA Meeting
SUNDAY, AUGUST 7th
03:00 PM Pilgrims on the Journey
MONDAY, AUGUST 8th
08:30 AM Litany of our Blessed Mother
TUESDAY, AUGUST 9th
07:00 AM Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
08:30 AM Continuation of Adoration
07:00 PM Bazaar Leadership Team Meeting
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 10th
07:00 PM 12 Steps Meeting
07:00 PM Discovering Our Faith Meeting
THURSDAY, AUGUST 11th
09:00 AM Dominoes
06:00 PM Rosary for the Unborn
07:00 PM Mothers of Multiples
07:00 PM Prayer Shawl Ministry Meeting
FRIDAY, AUGUST 12th
07:30 PM Al-Anon Meeting
SATURDAY, AUGUST 13th
07:30 PM AA Meeting
SUNDAY, AUGUST 14th
03:00 PM Pilgrims on the Journey

CHINESE AUCTION
BASKETS NEEDED!
Any parish member, parish ministry
or other group/organization that would
like to donate a themed basket to the
Chinese Auction Booth is welcome
to do so. We would also greatly
appreciate gift certificates, new items, or cash
donations. These items can be added to baskets that
we make. Please leave all items at the parish office
labeled for the Chinese Auction or call Paula Allen at
978-400-1002 or wiinie@verizon.net. Thank you!
Madonna della Cava Feast
Sunday, August 14th, 2016
St. Anthony of Padua, Fitchburg
A procession will begin at 10 AM and we
will be entering the church for 10:30AM
Mass. Immediately following the Mass,
food and refreshments will be served in the parish hall
and the festivities will end with recitation of the
Rosary. All are welcome to attend. Questions?
Please call Elena Morizzo Valeri at 978-413-2137.

