PARISH FAMILY OF OUR LADY OF THE LAKE
1400 Main Street ~ Leominster, MA 01453

Palm Sunday

Parish Office Hours 9AM - 3PM
Monday through Thursday
Parish Office: (978) 342-2978
Religious Ed. Office: (978) 342-2978, Opt. 4
Fax: (978) 342-8738
Parish E-Mail
Information@ourladylake.org
Religious Ed. E-mail
Religiouseducation@ourladylake.org
Parish Web Address
www.ourladylake.org

Parish Staff
Pastor: Father Dennis J. O’Brien
Associate Pastor: Father Carlos Ruiz
Weekend Assistant: Msgr. James Mongelluzzo
Religious Ed. Director: Lisa Sciacca
Religious Ed. Grade Coordinators:
Michelle Lutter and Ellen DePatie
Religious Ed. Secretary: Debbie Bronchuk
Parish Secretary: Laura Petkewich
Parish Bookkeeper: Wendy Chartrand
Facility Manager: Frank Ricardo, Jr.
Director of Music: Regie Pineda

“Hosanna to the Son of David;
blessed is he who comes in the
name of the Lord;
Hosanna in the highest.”

Liturgical Celebrations
Lord’s Day Masses:
Saturday: 5PM
Sunday: 8AM, 9:45AM, 11:45AM, & 5PM
Daily Mass: 8AM (M, T, W, F)
Communion Service: 8AM (Thursday)
Sacrament of Reconciliation
Every Saturday at 4PM and by appointment anytime.
Safe Environment Notice
Our parish follows the guidelines of the national charter
for the protection of children and young people
approved by the US Bishops and Dioceses of Worcester
policies. Contact Victim Services at a direct and
confidential telephone line at 508-929-4363.
Lisa
Sciacca is the Safety Environment Coordinator at our
parish.

Holy Thursday, April 13th
Mass of the Lord’s Supper at 7:30 PM
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament until 12 AM
Good Friday, April 14th
Silent Cross Walk 2.5 miles at 11:45 AM
Living Stations of the Cross 3 PM
Liturgy of the Lord’s Passion 7:30 PM
Holy Saturday, April 15th
Solemn Easter Vigil at 7:30PM
Easter Sunday, April 16th
Masses 8AM, 9:45AM, & 11:45AM
There is no 5:00PM Mass.

OUR LADY OF THE LAKE

SATURDAY, APRIL 8TH
5:00 PM Nico Mazzafer r o
Martha Doherty, 6th Anniversary
SUNDAY, APRIL 9TH
Palm Sunday
8:00 AM Raymond Duval, 3r d Anniver sar y
Joseph Fantozzi
9:45 AM Lee DiNapoli
Frances “Frankie” Nugent
11:45 AM Richar d Spar ks, 8th Anniver sar y
Sam Costa
5:00 PM Mar ko DiSessa, 5th Anniver sar y and
Birthday Remembrance
MONDAY OF HOLY WEEK, APRIL 10TH
8:00 AM J oseph Fantozzi, 1st Anniver sar y
Christine Newton
TUESDAY OF HOLY WEEK, APRIL 11TH
8:00 AM Andr ew Soucy, 1st Annivesar y
Charlene Shores
WEDNESDAY OF HOLY WEEK, APRIL 12TH

8:00 AM Glor ia Montolio, 1st Anniver sar y
Jessica Petkewich, 3rd Anniversary
HOLY THURSDAY, APRIL 13TH
7:30 PM Mass of the Lor d’s Supper
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament until 12AM
GOOD FRIDAY, APRIL 14TH
7:30 PM Litur gy of the Lor d’s Passion
HOLY SATURDAY, APRIL 15TH
7:30 PM Solemn Easter Vigil
EASTER SUNDAY, APRIL 16TH
8:00 AM Easter Mass
9:45 AM Easter Mass
11:45 AM Easter Mass

No 5:00 PM Mass
Please remember in your prayers:
Gerard A. Routhier, brother of
parishioner Fran Menendez-Aponte
and Marie C. Bell-Keating
May they rest in peace and may their
families find comfort from their faith
in Jesus Christ.

LEOMINSTER, MA

Three days stand out against all others for
Christians: the day Jesus died, the day he lay
in the tomb, and the day he rose from the dead.
Everything we do on these days is different.
Everything we do is important.
Throughout the season of Lent, we have been
praying, fasting, and performing works of
charity. Lent is quickly coming to an end. We
begin to turn our gaze from the forty days to the
Three Days that are so central to our life of
faith.
Lent ends at sunset on Holy Thursday.
Remember those resolutions for Lent that you
made on Ash Wednesday? Ask yourself the
all-important questions: Are you different now?
Did Lent change you this year? If so, give
thanks to God. If not, you can try again next
year.
Now comes another challenge - keeping the
Three Days. These are the Three Days when
everything is important: what you do, where
you go, what you wear, what you eat, and with
whom you spend your time.
The Three Days have another name: Triduum.
It comes from the Latin words for “Three Days”
and has a mysterious, solemn sound. The
Three Days are Friday, Saturday, and Sunday,
but we start counting on Thursday night, the
night before the first day. Each of the days
begins the night before, as most important
liturgical feasts do.
Once we have entered the Triduum on
Thursday night, we remain there. The liturgy
that night has no dismissal; the liturgy on
Friday has no entrance and no dismissal. The
church is watching and praying all the time.
Try to clear your calendar for the Three Days!
Start Thursday evening and make these days
special. Think of them as a retreat. It’s time to
set aside ordinary activities and give full
attention to the holiest days of our year.
Something wonderful is about to happen.
Prepare yourself to welcome it.

PALM SUNDAY
This year’s Annual Partners in Charity Appeal is well
underway in the Diocese and here at Our Lady of the
Lake. Last year, 276 gifts from the parishioners of our
parish generated $64,181. Our generosity helped the
Diocese to achieve its goal of $5 million. Our parish goal
this year is $65,000. I am sure we can reach this goal
but to do so, we need everyone’s help. Your act of
generosity helps the Diocese to care for our retired
priests, reach out to families in crisis, turn childhood
despair into hope, foster the development of young
people, educate future priests, and protect and defend
those whose lives are most vulnerable.
If you contributed last year, thank you! Please consider
renewing your gift now by using the envelope you
received from the Diocese in the mail. You can return
your gift to the parish office or place it in the collection
basket, or mail it directly back to Worcester.
Please consider increasing your gift this year by
making a pledge. Three weeks ago, I sent my annual
contribution of $1200.00 to the Partners in Charity
Appeal. After reading the literature for this year’s
campaign on line and assessing the needs of our
diocesan agencies that serve so many, I decided to
make an additional sacrificial gift. After sending in my
initial gift, I went online and decided to pledge an
additional $50. a month for ten months. By pledging, I
was able to make a substantial increase to my annual
gift. Just think about it, perhaps you can afford to give
$10. today, but by pledging $10. for 10 months, your gift
becomes a contribution of $100! Wow! Pledging can
really make a big difference.
Why did I increase my gift this year? Forty eight
years ago I had a dream. I wanted to become a priest.
Tuition for the seminary then was $1,000. (including
room & board). My mother was working hard each day
in a factory to put clothes on my back and food on our
table. The cost of educating me to become a priest was
beyond what she could afford. Thanks to the Bishop’s
Fund (as it was called in those days) I was able to go to
the seminary and fulfill my dream. For forty years I have
been able serve the Diocese of Worcester as a parish
priest. I thank God everyday that I was able to get from
this annual appeal the help I needed to fulfill my dream.
If you have not contributed to this appeal in the past, I
invite you to consider doing so this year. You can use
one of the envelopes at the end of your pew today, or
online at www.Partners-Charity.net/donate. Every gift
is needed and greatly appreciated. Imagine what we
could generate if 100 new people contributed this year!
Saint Teresa of Kolkata reminds us it is the love with
which we give that really matters. Make a gift today that
comes straight from your heart. If you cannot make a
financial contribution at this time, pray for the success of
the campaign, and pray for those who are helped by its
success, some are members of our own parish family.
Please help us reach our parish goal of $65,000 and
THANK YOU ONE AND ALL!

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
Christian Service Scholarships
Once again this year, through the
generosity of parish tithing, the
Stewardship committee is pleased to
announce the availability of Christian
Service Scholarships for the young people in our
parish who have demonstrated significant voluntary
service to our parish family and their community.
These one-time scholarships are intended to be used
to help defray the cost of post-secondary education.
Applications, with a cover sheet explaining
eligibility, are available in the Parish Office or in the
Sacristy. Deadline for submission is April 20th.
Scholarships will be awarded at the Baccalaureate
Mass on Sunday, May 21st at 9:45AM.
REGISTRATION! In the quest to complete our
registration process for the 2017-2018 school year
before the summer break and while we still have
clerical help, we are asking parents to register your
children when you bring them for classes.
Registration forms may be picked up, completed and
left for us on the table outside the Religious Ed.
Office in the Parish Family Center. Each form is
numbered as it comes in. Although we try to honor
your choice, we can only guarantee your choice of
day for the first 100 families. Early registration is to
your advantage as parents retain the ability to make
changes to your choice of day up until mid August,
should your schedule change later on in the spring.
Questions? Please call the Religious Ed Office.
Junior
High
Youth
Group
(rescheduled once again) will be
meeting on Friday, April 28th at 6:30PM
for International Food Night! Come and
bring your favorite appetizer or main
dish to share.
Also, SHOPPERS NEEDED! If you are able, meet us at
Our Lady of the Lake at 3:45PM on April 28th to go food
shopping to stock the shelves of the food pantry with the
money that you earned building the gingerbread houses!

Practice for the Living Stations of the Cross
will be held on Good Friday, April 14th at
Noon. Please meet in the Church Hall.

APRIL 9TH/10TH, 2017
Father Carlos’ Pills of Faith
Palm Sunday
Hosanna, Hosanna! Blessed is the
King who comes in the name of the
Lord. This is the cry and the acclamation of the
people who see Jesus’ triumphantly entering
Jerusalem. They praise Jesus because they have
seen miracles, mighty deeds from God. But do they
understand how the Kingdom of Jesus works?
Where are these people on Good Friday? They do
not want a king on a cross. This Sunday we come
to Jesus and we recognize Him as our King and
savior, we also say, Hosanna, Hosanna! We cry out
loud with our voices and hearts, blessed is he who
comes in the name of the Lord! The question is, do
we want to go with Jesus to the end? Are we willing
to walk with Jesus through his passion and die with
him on the cross? This is a time of test, this is an
opportunity to be with Jesus always, good times and
not so good times. If we believe that Jesus is our
Lord, our loving friend, are we going to leave him
alone? This Holy Week, let us praise Jesus, and let
us stay with him until the end.

Many thanks to all who attended
our Adult Faith Formation series
this Lent. Our speakers were well
received. A special word of thanks
to our Parish Social Events
Committee for sponsoring our
Soup and Bread suppers each Wednesday, and
many thanks to all who made the delicious
soups. It was so nice to be able to share a simple
meal together in Saint Joseph’s Hall each
Wednesday. Events like these increase our
knowledge, deepen our friendships with one
another and give new parishioners an
opportunity to meet other members of their new
parish family.
Coffee and donuts each Sunday is another
wonderful way to welcome new people to the
parish. Going down to the hall and having a cup
of coffee or a donut is a real ministry. Join us
this Sunday after Mass.
ISRAEL 2018
Father Dennis will lead a trip to the Holy
Land from April 9th-19th, 2018. More than
20 people have expressed an interest in
going on this trip.
An informational
meeting will be held after Easter. Please
call the parish office today if you are
interested in learning more about this trip.

SAVE THE DATE!!
PANCAKE BREAKFAST
SUNDAY, APRIL 30TH
The Pastoral Council will sponsor a meet and
greet pancake breakfast on Sunday, April
30th following the 8AM and 9:45AM
Masses. This year, several new families have
joined our parish, and this will be a great
opportunity for us to welcome them! Please
plan to join us!
Communion Cups and Plates
We would like to purchase new
communion cups and plates. If you
would like to donate a cup or plate in
memory of someone, please call the
parish office. Names can be engraved
on the cup or plate.

Please return your CRS Rice
Bowls to the baskets at the
entrances of the church. Our
Lenten almsgiving is a sign of our
care for those in need and an expression of our
gratitude for all that God has given to us.
Thank you for your generosity.
The decorated white “Give New
Life” bags for our Food Pantry will
be given out or may be taken by
those who wish to help those in need
of food after each Mass at the Easter
Vigil and on Easter Sunday. A list of
non-perishable items that we give out in our food
pantry is in each bag. These bags of food will help to
stock our food pantry shelves. The bags of food may
be returned anytime during the Easter Season and
left a the entrances to the church. Thank you for
your support.

APRIL 9TH/10TH, 2017

THIS WEEK’S PARISH EVENTS
SATURDAY, APRIL 8TH
07:30 PM AA Meeting

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
CO-SPONSORED BY
OUR LADY OF THE LAKE PARISH AND
ST. BERNARD’S PARISH
July 31st to August 4th, 2017
9:30AM to 12:30PM
This summer, our parish will collaborate with St.
Bernard’s Parish once again to sponsor a Vacation
Bible School at St. Bernard’s Elementary School.
We need lots of help to make this happen. If you are
interested, please call Father Dennis as soon as
possible. Joyce Leite from St. Bernard’s would like
someone from our parish to co-chair the week with
her. We also need at least ten other adults and ten
young adults who would be willing to work at the
bible school.
More than this would be great!
Everyone is welcome to join in making this a
fun-filled event for our children.
We need
storytellers, teachers, teacher aides, and of course
snack helpers! It was great fun last year. Let’s keep
this tradition going. Call today if you can help.
Information will be given to all of our children before
the end of CCD this year, along with forms to
register.

Thank you for your Parish Support!
April 2nd, 2017
170 Sunday Envelopes
$ 5,755.
10 Make Up Envelopes
$ 355.
5 Paid Ahead Envelope
$
90.
Loose Cash
$ 2,375.
SUNDAY COLLECTION
$ 8,575.
Monthly Maintenance
$ 830.
Catholic Relief Service (CRS)
$ 2,033.
Parish Tithe
Catholic Relief Services
March 2017 Weekly Collections
W/E March 5, 2017
W/E March 12, 2017
W/E March 19 , 2017
W/E March 26, 2017
Total March 2017
March 2017 Parish Pay

$

SUNDAY, APRIL 9TH
Palm Sunday
08:30 AM Beginnings Class
11:00 AM Teen Music Ministry
06:00 PM High School I Class
06:00 PM RCIA
MONDAY, APRIL 10TH
04:15 PM Grades 1-5 Religious Ed Classes
06:45 PM Grades 6-8 Religious Ed Classes
07:00 PM Adult Folk Group Practice
TUESDAY, APRIL 11TH
04:15 PM Grades 1-5 Religious Ed Classes
04:15 PM Grades 6-8 Religious Ed Classes
04:30 PM Beacon of Hope
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 12TH
05:30 PM Cub Scouts Pack 3 Meeting
07:00 PM 12 Steps Meeting
HOLY THURSDAY, APRIL 13TH
All Meetings Cancelled—Parish Office Closed
07:30 PM Mass of the Lord’s Supper
GOOD FRIDAY, APRIL 14TH
All Meetings Cancelled—Parish Office Closed
11:45 AM Silent Cross Walk, 2.5 miles
03:00 PM Living Stations of the Cross
07:30 PM Liturgy of the Lord’s Passion
HOLY SATURDAY, APRIL 15TH
All Meeting Cancelled
07:30 PM Solemn Easter Vigil
EASTER SUNDAY, APRIL 16TH
8:00 AM MASS
9:45 AM MASS
11:45 AM MASS
NO 5:00PM MASS

857.

$ 9,055.
$ 8,814.
$ 8,869.
$ 8,388.
$35,126.
$ 10,211.

Thank you for your continued generosity.

Palms from last year can be left outside
of the Parish Office. They will be
burned for next year’s ashes. Thank
you.

