PARISH FAMILY OF OUR LADY OF THE LAKE
1400 Main Street ~ Leominster, MA 01453
Parish Office Hours 9AM - 3PM
Monday through Thursday

Easter Sunday

Parish Office: (978) 342-2978
Religious Ed. Office: (978) 342-2978, Opt. 4
Fax: (978) 342-8738
Parish E-Mail
Information@ourladylake.org
Religious Ed. E-mail
Religiouseducation@ourladylake.org
Parish Web Address
www.ourladylake.org

Parish Staff
Pastor: Father Dennis J. O’Brien
Associate Pastor: Father Carlos Ruiz
Weekend Assistant: Msgr. James Mongelluzzo
Religious Ed. Director: Lisa Sciacca
Religious Ed. Grade Coordinators:
Michelle Lutter and Ellen DePatie
Religious Ed. Secretary: Debbie Bronchuk
Parish Secretary: Laura Petkewich
Parish Bookkeeper: Wendy Chartrand
Facility Manager: Frank Ricardo, Jr.
Director of Music: Regie Pineda

Liturgical Celebrations
Lord’s Day Masses:
Saturday: 5PM
Sunday: 8AM, 9:45AM, 11:45AM, & 5PM
Daily Mass: 8AM (M, T, W, F)
Communion Service: 8AM (Thursday)
Sacrament of Reconciliation
Every Saturday at 4PM and by appointment anytime.
Safe Environment Notice
Our parish follows the guidelines of the national charter
for the protection of children and young people
approved by the US Bishops and Dioceses of Worcester
policies. Contact Victim Services at a direct and
confidential telephone line at 508-929-4363.
Lisa
Sciacca is the Safety Environment Coordinator at our
parish.

Christ is Risen!
He is Truly Risen!
Alleluia!

OUR LADY OF THE LAKE

HOLY SATURDAY, APRIL 15TH
7:30 PM Solemn Easter Vigil
EASTER SUNDAY, APRIL 16TH
8:00 AM Easter Mass
9:45 AM Easter Mass
11:45 AM Easter Mass

No 5:00 PM Mass
MONDAY, APRIL 17TH
8:00 AM Glor ia Montolio
Family of Ker, Felcan, Sobota, Opavsky
TUESDAY, APRIL 18TH
8:00 AM Anita E. For est, Month’s Mind
Norman Loiselle
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 19TH
8:00 AM J ohn F. Mulcahy, Month’s Mind
Rose Letarte
THURSDAY, APRIL 20TH
9:00 AM Communion Ser vice
FRIDAY, APRIL 21ST
8:00 AM Angeline Belliveau
Mass of Thanksgiving
SATURDAY, APRIL 22ND
5:00 PM J uliette Rudnicky, 4th Anniver sar y
Roland and Claire Savoie
SUNDAY, APRIL 23RD Sunday of Divine Mercy
8:00 AM Ines Lar ena
9:45 AM Ever ett Goodale
Roberta Raspuzzi, 3rd Anniversary
Baptisms: Mar cus J oseph Olegar io
Sofia Rose Olegario
Nikolas Olegario
11:45 AM Sam Costa
Pauline Curran, 3rd Anniversary
1:15 PM Baptism: Gabr iella Marie Rosa
2:00 PM Baptism: Calvin Rober t Laver y
5:00 PM Nicole Mar tel Lavoie
Johanne Martel
Next Weekend’s Celebrants
SATURDAY, APRIL 22nd
Father Dennis O’Brien
SUNDAY, APRIL 23rd
8:00 AM Father Dennis O’Brien
9:45 AM Father Carlos Ruiz
11:45 AM Father Dennis O’Brien
5:00PM Father Carlos Ruiz

LEOMINSTER, MA

Happy Easter ever yone, and a special wor d of
welcome to all of our visiting guests. As we gather
to celebrate the Resurrection of the Lord, we rejoice
in the many blessings that our loving God has
bestowed upon all of us. Thank you to all who have
helped to make our Holy Week and Easter Liturgies
so inspiring and life-giving. Your generosity in
sharing your time and talent is deeply appreciated.
We welcome the following who received Easter
Sacraments at the Easter Vigil:
Stephen Blasdell
Savannah Breen
Kendall Cote
Sofia Eiroa
Joseph Inferrera
Nicholas Inferrera
Enzo Marrone
Carlos Urbaez

Kyleigh Breen
Hui Xiang Chen
Nicole Eiroa
James Henault
Kimberly Inferrera
Heather Bilotta
Giovanni Marrone
Amari Wilson

On behalf of our entire staff, I wish every member
of our parish family and your loved ones, an Easter
Season filled with the blessings of the Risen Savior.
May His light shine in your hearts and lead you to
His peace.

ALL ARE WELCOME!
No matter what your present status in the
Catholic Church,
no matter what your current family
or marital situation,
no matter what your personal history,
age, background, race,
no matter what your own self-image:
You are invited, welcomed, accepted, loved,
and respected here at Our Lady of the Lake.
If you are new to our parish,
please contact the Parish Office to register
as a new member of our parish family.

EASTER SUNDAY
This year’s Annual Partners in Charity
Appeal is well underway in the Diocese
and here at Our Lady of the Lake. Our
parish goal this year is $65,000. I am
sure we can reach this goal but to do so,
we need everyone’s help. Your act of generosity helps
the Diocese to care for our retired priests, reach out to
families in crisis, turn childhood despair into hope, foster
the development of young people, support vocations to
the priesthood, and protect and defend those whose lives
are most vulnerable.
If you contributed last year, thank you! Please consider
renewing your gift now by using the envelope you
received from the Diocese in the mail. You can return
your gift to the parish office or place it in the collection
basket, or mail it directly back to Worcester.
If you have not contributed to this appeal in the past, I
invite you to consider doing so this year. You can use
one of the envelopes at the end of your pew in Church
today, or go online www.Partners-Charity.net/donate
and contribute there. My hope this year is to be able to
increase the number of our donors. Every gift, no matter
how small or large, is needed and greatly appreciated.
Imagine what we could generate if 100 new people
contributed this year! Thank you!
ISRAEL 2018
Father Dennis will lead a trip to the Holy
Land from April 9th-19th, 2018. More
than 20 people have expressed an
interest in going on this trip.
An
informational meeting will be held on
Mon., May 1st at 7PM. Please call the
parish office today if you are interested in
learning more about this trip.

Father Carlos’ Pills of Faith
Easter Sunday
“Christ indeed from death is risen, our
new life obtaining. Yes, Christ, my
hope is arisen. Alleluia.” This is the day without
shrouds, without stones. The suffering and death of
Calvary now has meaning in the glory of life. This is
the day on which we raise our hearts to God and
allow Him to enter and fill us with his power, his
energy, his love. This day we are made happy in
Jesus our savior, because the arms that were nailed
on the cross are now raised to give what we truly
need; arms raised to bless us, baptize us, to confirm
us, to forgive us, to marry us, to ordain us, to anoint
us, and above all, to feed us with His Holy Body and
Blood. This is the time to celebrate life, time of
laughter, of joy, of conquered death. This is the day
to feel more alive than ever because our God is not
dead; he lives, and lives for us. Let us never forget
that this is the day that our Lord has made for us out
of love, so let us rejoice, live and be glad. Alleluia!

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
Christian Service Scholarships
Once again this year, through the
generosity of parish tithing, the
Stewardship committee is pleased to
announce the availability of Christian
Service Scholarships for the young people in our
parish who have demonstrated significant voluntary
service to our parish family and their community.
These one-time scholarships are intended to be used
to help defray the cost of post-secondary education.
Applications, with a cover sheet explaining
eligibility, are available in the Parish Office or in the
Sacristy. Deadline for submission is April 20th.
Scholarships will be awarded at the Baccalaureate
Mass on Sunday, May 21st at 9:45AM.
REGISTRATION! In the quest to complete our
registration process for the 2017-2018 school year
before the summer break and while we still have
clerical help, we are asking parents to register your
children when you bring them for classes.
Registration forms may be picked up, completed and
left for us on the table outside the Religious Ed.
Office in the Parish Family Center. Each form is
numbered as it comes in. Although we try to honor
your choice, we can only guarantee your choice of
day for the first 100 families. Early registration is to
your advantage as parents retain the ability to make
changes to your choice of day up until mid August,
should your schedule change later on in the spring.
Questions? Please call the Religious Ed Office.
Junior
High
Youth
Group
(rescheduled once again) will be
meeting on Friday, April 28th at 6:30PM
for International Food Night! Come and
bring your favorite appetizer or main
dish to share.
Also, SHOPPERS NEEDED! If you are able, meet us at
Our Lady of the Lake at 3:45PM on April 28th to go food
shopping to stock the shelves of the food pantry with the
money that you earned building the gingerbread houses!

The Parish Office will be closed on
Mon., April 17th due to the Patriots’
Day Holiday. Also, there will be no
Religious Ed classes Sun., April 16th22nd during school vacation. Our last
Beginnings Class will be on Sun., April
23rd at 8:15AM.

APRIL 15TH/16TH, 2017

MINISTRIES IN ACTION
BROWN BAG MINISTRY
The next BBM Meal Prep for Our Father’s House will be
held on Sat., April 29th at 3:00PM in St. Joseph’s Hall
and our parish kitchen.
Sign up to help through Sign Up Genius. The link is on
our website now: www.ourladylake.org .

Crafts for Fall Bazaar….It’s time to
start thinking about making handmade
crafts, such as knit/crochet items, fabric
items, wood crafts, etc. for the Country
Store at the bazaar . All handmade
items are greatly appreciated. For info,
please call Shirley Brake at 978-397-1554.
VACATION BIBLE
SCHOOL
CO-SPONSORED BY
OUR LADY OF THE LAKE
PARISH AND
ST. BERNARD’S ELEMENTARY PARISH
July 31st to August 4th, 2017
9:30AM to 12:30PM
This summer, our parish will collaborate with St.
Bernard’s Parish once again to sponsor a Vacation
Bible School at St. Bernard’s Elementary School.
We need lots of help to make this happen. If you are
interested, please call Father Dennis as soon as
possible. Joyce Leite from St. Bernard’s would like
someone from our parish to co-chair the event with
her. We also need at least ten other adults and ten
young adults who would be willing to work at the
bible school.
More than this would be great!
Everyone is welcome to join in making this a
fun-filled event for our children.
We need
storytellers, teachers, teacher aides, and of course
snack helpers! It was great fun last year. Let’s keep
this tradition going. Call today if you can help.
Information will be given to all of our children before
the end of CCD this year, along with forms to
register.

Throughout the 50 days of the Easter Season, we
remember at Mass all those whose names are written
on the Easter Flower Offering envelopes. Thank you
for our generosity.
Any remaining CRS Rice Bowls may be placed in the
baskets located at the church entrances.

ENRICHMENT OPPORTUNITIES
WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY Our next
meeting will be on Monday, April 17th
at 7:00PM in the par ish family center .
All are welcome, and please bring your
bible. For more info please call Lorraine Mendoza
978-582-4020 or Nancy Maciel 603-892-0763.
Life is Good! Eternal Life is Better!
Men discover in their Bibles what God is
telling them about how to really live!
Join other Catholic men as they explore
Sirach 3 and Matthew 15. The Men’s
Spiritual Study Group, wher e “the dust never
settles on the Bibles of men who come here”, will
meet on Wed., April 19th, 6:55 - 8 PM in the parish
center. More Info: Dave LaLiberty, 978-537-1134
or LaLiberty45@gmail.com.
SAVE THE DATE!!
PANCAKE BREAKFAST
SUNDAY, APRIL 30TH
The Pastoral Council will
sponsor a meet and greet pancake breakfast on
Sunday, April 30th following the 8AM and
9:45AM Masses. This year, several new
families have joined our parish, and this will be
a great opportunity for us to welcome them!
Please plan to join us!
Communion Cups and Plates
We would like to purchase new communion
cups and plates. If you would like to
donate a cup or plate in memory of
someone, please call the parish office.
Names can be engraved on the cup or
plate.

The decorated white “Give New
Life” bags for our Food Pantry will
be given out or may be taken by
those who wish to help those in need
of food after each Mass at the Easter
Vigil and on Easter Sunday. A list of
non-perishable items that we give out in our food
pantry is in each bag. These bags of food will help to
stock our food pantry shelves. The bags of food may
be returned anytime during the Easter Season and
left a the entrances to the church. Thank you for
your support.

APRIL 15TH/16TH, 2017
Announcement made by
Father Dennis last Sunday
Forty years ago, on June 18, 1977, I was ordained a
priest for the Diocese of Worcester. By far, it was the
happiest day of my life and the fulfillment of a dream I
had from the time I was a young boy growing up in
Saint Patrick’s Parish in Whitinsville. My parish priests
and the wonderful Sisters of the Presentation BVM
encouraged my desire to be a priest and I am forever
grateful to them. As a priest, I have been blessed with
wonderful assignments and I have met many, many
wonderful people.
There are two things that I never liked doing as a priest:
asking for money and telling people I would be leaving.
Unfortunately, I have let you know I will be leaving Our
Lady of the Lake this June. Several years ago (2004) I
had open heart surgery to repair a badly damaged mitral valve. The surgery was very successful but the lower chamber of my heart was permanently damaged. In
2011 I needed to have a pace maker installed. Last
summer, I was feeling very tired and run down and the
doctor discovered I was in A fib often and for long
periods of time. I noticed it especially at the time of the
bazaar, one of my favorite events, when I was not able
to help out the way I like to do. My cardiologist has
attempted to regulate this condition with medication,
but at the end of the day, I don’t have the energy I need
to continue to be pastor of such a dynamic and active
parish as Our Lady of the Lake.
Two weeks ago, I met with the Bishop, and he has given
me permission to retire for health reasons. I will
continue to be of service as a priest in the Diocese, but
will no longer be a pastor. It was not an easy decision to
make, but I am at peace with it. It will be especially
difficult for me to leave Our Lady of the Lake because I
love you, and I have felt very loved here these past five
years. I look forward to spending my final months with
you by continuing to do what we do so well together:
build the Kingdom of God by doing small things each
day with great love!
This parish family is the best! You make it the best by
welcoming everyone and helping everyone to find a
home here. I have been at home here since the first
time I celebrated Mass with you, and I will cherish this
experience for the rest of my life. May God bless us all!

Thank you for your Parish Support!
April 9th, 2017
190 Sunday Envelopes
$ 6,552.
23 Make Up Envelopes
$ 1,119.
11 Paid Ahead Envelope
$ 140.
Loose Cash
$ 2,713.
SUNDAY COLLECTION
$10,524.
Monthly Maintenance
$ 395.
Parish Tithe
to be reported next week.

Thank you for your continued generosity.

THIS WEEK’S PARISH EVENTS
HOLY SATURDAY, APRIL 15TH
All Meeting Cancelled
07:30 PM Solemn Easter Vigil
EASTER SUNDAY, APRIL 16TH
8:00 AM MASS
9:45 AM MASS
11:45 AM MASS
NO 5:00PM MASS
MONDAY, APRIL 17TH
Parish Office is closed due to Patriots Day.
No Religious Ed Classes
07:00 PM Women’s Bible Study
TUESDAY, APRIL 18TH
No Religious Ed Classes
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 19TH
05:30 PM Cub Scouts Pack 3 Meeting
06:55 PM Men’s Spiritual Study Group
07:00 PM 12 Steps Meeting
07:00 PM Adult Folk Group Practice
THURSDAY, APRIL 20TH
09:00 AM Dominoes
01:00 PM Prayer Shawl Meeting
06:00 PM Cub Scouts Pack 3 Meeting
06:30 PM BSA Troop 12 Meeting
07:00 PM Adult Choir Practice
FRIDAY, APRIL 21ST
04:30 PM Choir of Angels
07:30 PM Al-Anon Meeting
SATURDAY, APRIL 22ND
07:30 PM AA Meeting
SUNDAY, APRIL 23RD
08:15 AM Beginnings Class
11:00 AM Teen Music Ministry
06:00 PM RCIA
Please remember to notify the
Parish Office if you have changed
your email address. Also, if you
are a Eucharistic Minister, Altar
Server, or Lector, please make the
change in the Ministry Schedule
website at:
http://www.rotundasoftware.com/ministry/OLTL_Leominster 


Please call the parish office if you have any
questions. Thank you!

