Celebrating Advent
What is great about celebrating
the coming of Jesus with
children is that they help us
approach the season with fresh
eyes and insight. They present us with a
challenge and an opportunity. The challenge
they present is the way they soak up the values
of the culture that has had them anticipating
Christmas since the beginning of November.
The opportunity they present is that we can
introduce them to the timeless rituals celebrating the coming of the Messiah that will add
depth to their spiritual lives.
One of the ways families can celebrate the
season of Advent is to make a family Advent
wreath and place it in the middle of the
dining room table. An Advent wreath consists of
a frame holding four candles placed inside a
circle of evergreens.
The circle of greenery symbolizes God’s
endless love for us and the hope Jesus brings
into the world. The four candles denote the four
Sundays of Advent. There are three purple
candles and one rose candle. Purple is a sign of
penance and rose is the color that anticipates
the joy of Christmas. The light of the candles
represents the light coming into the world as we
prepare to celebrate Jesus' birth.
Light a candle on each Sunday evening of
Advent, saying a short prayer or singing a verse
of “O Come, O Come Emmanuel.”

Advent Meal Prayer
God our loving Father, bless us as we
share this meal together. Prepare our
hearts so we may welcome Jesus Christ, your Son,
into our midst.
We look forward in joy to the day we will celebrate
the feast of Christmas. As we enjoy our own meal,
we also think about the many people in the world
who do not have enough to eat.
Provide for their needs too, and help us to be
generous in sharing what we have with others in
need.
Bless us, O Lord, and these your gifts, which we are
about to receive from your bounty, through Christ
our Lord, Amen.

Advent Wreath Blessing and Prayer
Leader: This week we begin the season of Advent,
when the days grow short and darkness closes in. We
are preparing to celebrate at Christmas the birth of
Jesus, who is the light of the world. Let's spend some
quiet time being aware of the darkness and longing for
the light. (Pause a few moments and then pray the
Sign of the Cross.)
Leader: Lord God, bless this wreath and bless us
as well. May this wreath remind us of the hope and joy
that Jesus brings into the world. We ask this through
Christ our Lord.

All: Amen
Reader: This is a reading from the
prophet Isaiah:
The people who were in darkness have seen a great
light. You have filled them with great joy. For a child is
born to us; a son is given to us. He is called,
“Wonderful Counselor, the Mighty God, the One Who
Lives Forever, the Prince of Peace.” His kingdom will
be great. He will rule with justice and peace, now and
forever. The love of our God will make this happen!
The Word of the Lord.

Let us now pray together with the words Jesus taught
us: Our Father…
Closing Prayer: Jesus, each time we light a candle
on our Advent wreath we move closer to your coming
at Christmas. Bring peace to our world and make us
people of hope. Let your joy fill our home and your
love fill our hearts. We pray this in your holy name.
Amen.
O Come, O Come, Emmanuel
O Come, O Come, Emmanuel
And ransom captive Israel;
That mourns in lonely exile here,
Until the Son of God appear.
Refrain:
Rejoice! Rejoice!
Emmanuel, shall come to thee,
O Israel.

Christmas Mass Schedule 2017
DEC 24th, Christmas Eve: 4PM Mass,
6:15PM Choir of Angels Prelude for 6:30PM Mass,
10PM Music Prelude for 10:30PM Mass.
DEC 25th, Christmas Day: 10AM Mass.

Advent Prayer
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
ever faithful to your promises
and ever close to your church:
the earth rejoices in the hope of
the Savior’s coming
and looks forward with longing to
his return at the end of time.
Prepare our hearts and
remove the sadness
that hinders us from feeling the joy
and hope which His presence will bestow,
for He is Lord forever and ever.

